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IN SAINTE-FOY TARENTAISE, SMALL CAN BE SPECTACULAR BY PATRICK THORNE

IF THERE'S ONE THING THE FRENCH KNOW, IT'S AMBIENCE.
They have, in fact, cornered the market on the word used to
describe this otherwise indescribable quality.” .

But thedirty secret of French

— is overdevelopment. As

iresorts — the enemy of ambience
rounds have

s famed winter pla
earned reputations for having some of the world’s best skiing, they have
become big and crowded and bereft of the very thing that attracted us
to begin with. And once ambience is gone, nothing can bring it back.

You can, however, preserve it. Case in point: Sainte-Foy Tarentaise,
an unspoiled French village with a little — but surprisingly good —
almost-private skiarea. Located just off the road that connects one of
the world’s biggest ski areas, Paradiski, to another, the world-famous
Espace Killy (home to Tignes and Val d'Isére), Sainte-Foy’s pistes are
linked to theirs by an exchangeable lift ticket, but no lifts.

The mountain itself claims a mere four chairlifts, which serve an
underutilized ski area of 15 runs and 3,500 feet of vertical. At just half
the vertical of its gargantuan neighbors and a tiny fraction of their ter-
rain, Sainte-Foy's slopes are quiet, its powder beautifully untracked.

“Sainte-Foy offers some of the best off-piste in the Alps, without
crowds,” notes Marianne Brechu, the former French downhill

team member and free-ride champion who
organizes private powder-ski touring and
heli-skiing through Elite Ski Team.” There
are also groomed trails for all ability levels,
right up to the steep black piste No. 2, the
ominously named Dark Crystal. If, heaven forbid, the Alps face a
weak snowfall, the resort has 100 percent snowmaking coverage.
And dodgy French skilodging — the bane of the smaller resorts — is
not a problem here, courtesy of the Yellowstone Lodge.*

The best chalet on the hill — thanks to a resident chef of French
quality,anon-call chauffeur, and a talented masseuse — Ye
recently got better with the addition of a helicopter pad (illegal in

owstone

France, heli-skiing is quite legal just over the border in Italy).

The helipad is just 150 feet from the lodge (turn left at the front
door) and two Italian bases — La Thuile and Val Grisenche — are
just a five-minute flight away, which opens up a massive range of
terrain. From either, the day’s last run brings vou t'l‘_uml.thu border
back to the Sainte-Foy \':!IIL‘I_\'.\\'hcrc_\-‘l_m can ski dowh'through wil-
derness to end your dayin one of the lovely surrounding villages. In
neighboring Le Miroir, for i

stance, you can enjoy drinks or a meal
aworld away from the ski crowds at the traditional Chez Marie.”

But you may understandably want to race back to the Yellowstone,
to soak in a hot tub as you gaze across the valley to magnifjcent
snowcapped peaks, sipping a hearty French red and enjoying the
attention of its staff. And ambience by the bucketful.@
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